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December 7, 2009 

London business overtakes the rest to win national Social Enterprise Award

Bikeworks, a social enterprise based in Tower Hamlets has been named “Best New Social Enterprise” for the UK at the grand final of the 2009 Social Enterprise Awards.  

The Social Enterprise Awards were held on Thursday 3rd December at the Royal Institute of British Architects in London. The awards are run by the Social Enterprise Coalition and aim to reward the most successful and inspiring social enterprises in the UK.  

Bikeworks began trading in 2007 and operates a ‘community cycling hub’ from where they deliver a number of cycling based programmes. These include employment and training opportunities for the long-term unemployed, cycling for health, all-ability cycling for disabled people, bike recycling and sales & repairs to the public.

They have grown exponentially over a three year period. Working in four of the Olympic boroughs in East London and with strategic partners such as local Primary Care Trusts, the homeless charity Crisis and the London boroughs of Tower Hamlets, Newham and Waltham Forest, Bikeworks has developed a successful and sustainable business model.

Dave Miller of Bikeworks said: ‘We are really thrilled by the national recognition of this award, and are really excited to have won.   We have achieved a lot in our short history and we believe this award can help Bikeworks move onto the next stage and support plans to scale up and replicate our successful community cycling hub model in other areas so that many more people can benefit from our cycling initiatives. ’ 

Nigel, a 54 year old graduate from Bikeworks ‘cycle into work’ programme for those experiencing homelessness is now starting his own cycling business ‘Squeaky Chains.’ He said: ‘Bikeworks has turned my life around. They have helped me to realise a dream. With their help, after 4 months I have become a qualified cycle mechanic, a cycling instructor, and with their knowledge and experience I am now setting up my own bicycle business. Bikeworks has supported me and my partners 100%.’

The outcome of the final stage of the awards was decided by an online vote – more than 5,500 people chose from the winners of national heats in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland to take home the grand prizes. 

Claire Dove, chair of the Social Enterprise Coalition said: “Many congratulations to Bikeworks on their success on being named Best New Social Enterprise in the UK. It is social enterprises like Bikeworks that show the promise and the passion of new social enterprises and are a testament to the power of combining social goals with successful business.”

The awards are sponsored by The Office of the Third Sector; the Department for Children, Schools and Families; the Department of Communities and Local Government; Partnerships UK; Unity Trust Bank and the Wates Family Enterprise Trust. The media partner is The Daily Telegraph. 

For more information on the awards, please go to www.socialenterpriseawards.org.uk For more information on Bikeworks, please go to: http://www.bikeworks.org.uk/ 

Notes to editors:

· For further information on Bikeworks please contact Dave Miller dave@bikeworks.org.uk or call 020 8980 7998 or (m) 0779 157 8112

· The Social Enterprise Coalition is the UK’s national body for social enterprise.  As the voice for the sector, the Coalition provides a platform for showcasing the benefits of social enterprise while supporting and representing the work of its varied members, influencing national policy and promoting best practice. www.socialenterprise.org.uk   

· Partnerships UK works across the UK public sector contributing to a strong public services industry. They support Government, public and third sector bodies to improve public services so that they meet people’s needs. They do this by helping to create a well-balanced market of public, third and private sector providers so that they can supply high-quality, cost-effective services.  For more information please visit www.partnershipsuk.org.uk
· Unity Trust Bank is a specialist bank for social enterprises, charities and trade unions. Since their formation in 1984, their vision has been to deliver a range of banking services that sets them apart from mainstream banks. Today, that vision continues to become reality as we lead the way in development of new initiatives which are changing the face of banking for the better. www.unity.uk.com
· The family owners of the Wates Group invest significantly in local community projects via the Wates Giving programme which is funded by the Wates Family Enterprise Trust. Wates Giving specifically supports community projects proposed by Wates employees and to date has invested over £1.5m in schemes across the UK.  Wates is one of the UK's largest family owned construction services and development companies. Established in 1897, it remains privately owned by the Wates family and employs more than 2,200 people. www.wates.co.uk   

[image: image1.png]