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Embargoed until 20 November
Bikeworks - a social enterprise in Tower Hamlets – receives business award at Number 10 
Bikeworks have won “Best New Social Enterprise” for England in the 2009 Social Enterprise Awards, and now have the chance to win the overall prize in their category for the UK. 
They were presented their award by the Prime Minister Gordon Brown yesterday (November 19), Social Enterprise Day, at a special reception at Downing Street.
The Social Enterprise Awards find and reward the best social enterprises in the UK, and are run by the Social Enterprise Coalition. Social enterprises are businesses run for social and environmental purposes. There are approximately 62,000 social enterprises in the UK contributing at least £24bn to the UK economy.
Bikeworks is a Community Interest Company based in Tower Hamlets, East London.  The organisation began trading in 2007 with the intention of using cycling to tackle environmental, social & economic challenges in London. 

Bikeworks operates a ‘community cycling hub’ from where they deliver a number of cycling based programmes. These include employment and training opportunities for the long-term unemployed, cycling for health, all-ability cycling for disabled people, bike recycling and sales & repairs to the public.

They have grown exponentially over a three year period. Working in four of the Olympic boroughs in East London and with strategic partners such as local Primary Care Trusts, Crisis the homeless charity and the London boroughs of Tower Hamlets, Newham and Waltham Forest, Bikeworks has developed a successful and sustainable business model.

Dave Miller of Bikeworks said: ‘We are delighted to have been successful in winning this award.   We have achieved a lot in our short history and we believe this award can help Bikeworks move onto the next stage and support plans to scale up and replicate our successful community cycling hub model in other areas so that many more people can benefit from our cycling initiatives. ’ 

From one of our beneficiaries:  Nigel, 54 a graduate from Bikeworks ‘cycle into work’ programme for those experiencing homelessness and is now starting his own cycling business ‘Squeaky Chains’...said: ‘Bikeworks has turned my life around. They have helped me to realise a dream. With their help, after 4 months I have become a qualified cycle mechanic, a cycling instructor, and with their knowledge and experience I am now setting up my own bicycle business. Bikeworks has supported me and my partners 100%.’
Now the Awards are in their final phase, where online voting will decide the overall winners for the UK.   Bikeworks will compete against the other ‘Best New Social Enterprises’ for Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.

 Go to www.socialenterpriseawards.org.uk to cast your votes now throughout November 30.  The overall winners will be announced on December 3rd at an event in London. 
Minister for the third sector Angela Smith visited Bikeworks yesterday and said:  “Bikeworks is doing a fantastic job and making a real difference to people in East London, I am really pleased that their hard work is being recognised with a Social Enterprise Award. The Government is keen to ensure that social enterprises have the flexibility to operate in the way that works best for them, that’s why we created the Community Interest Company as an option for social enterprise. So I am particularly pleased to see that this is working for Bikeworks, and enabling Jim and Dave to develop their business.”

The awards are sponsored by The Office of the Third Sector; the Department for Children, Schools and Families; the Department of Communities and Local Government; Partnerships UK; Unity Trust Bank and the Wates Family Enterprise Trust. The media partner is The Daily Telegraph. 

For more information on Bikeworks, go to: http://www.bikeworks.org.uk/ 
Notes to editors:

· For further information on Bikeworks or interviews please contact Dave Miller dave@bikeworks.org.uk or call 020 8980 7998 or (m) 0779 157 8112 or Jim Blakemore jim@bikeworks.org.uk  020 8980 7998 or (m) 07968 681633

· For further information on the awards please contact Caroline Borge, senior press officer at the Social Enterprise Coalition at caroline.borge@socialenterprise.org.uk or call (w) 020 7793 2318 or (m) 0774 369 3040
· The Social Enterprise Coalition is the UK’s national body for social enterprise.  As the voice for the sector, the Coalition provides a platform for showcasing the benefits of social enterprise while supporting and representing the work of its varied members, influencing national policy and promoting best practice. www.socialenterprise.org.uk   
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