Lord Young Visits Bikeworks News Release                                                                              [image: image1.png]w%'r e





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

18.11.10 

Lord Young, Coalition enterprise Tsar, visits award-winning social enterprise Bikeworks on Social Enterprise day
Lord Young recently appointed as the coalition’s enterprise Tsar with a remit to cut red tape for small businesses visited Bikeworks today to mark Social Enterprise day during Enterprise week as a new proposed social enterprise bill goes to parliament. 

One year on from being named ‘best new social enterprise in the UK’ and now expanding across the capital, Bikeworks has recently opened a second ‘community cycling hub’ in Kensington & Chelsea and plans for more cycling ‘hubs’ are in the pipeline.
Using cycling as a tool to tackle social, economic and environmental issues at a community level, Bikeworks was recently highlighted as a great example of the potential for Big Society by Cabinet Office Minister Francis Maude at the Tory party conference. 
Mirroring its operations in East London, Bikeworks can now offer West Londoners the opportunity to try cycling, learn bike maintenance skills and to volunteer.  Bikeworks West also offers cycle-related training and employment services to support local, disadvantaged people into work in the cycle industry. It is seeking to further develop local partnerships in the West London area to deliver these training programmes.
The bike maintenance trainees will also be doing their bit for the environment. Working with broken and abandoned bicycles, each bike they recycle will equate to 15kg of waste diverted from landfill.

The new Bikeworks West facility is located in the north of the borough underneath the Westway between the Westway Sports Centre and Ladbroke Grove tube station.

Dave Miller, Co-Director at Bikeworks, says:

“Many of the barriers facing social enterprises mirror those of small businesses such as being given fair opportunities to win public sector contracts and it’s great to see that Lord Young is taking an interest in this.  We really hope that the proposed social enterprise bill can make it into parliament as it could make a real difference to us and the sector.”
Councillor Nicholas Paget-Brown, Cabinet Member for Transportation, Environment and Leisure at the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, added:

"Bikeworks have done excellent work in East London and I look forward to that same drive and determination being brought to Kensington. I am sure the local residents will enjoy the opportunities to learn useful skills as well as put many old bikes back into use, rather than have them rust away."

###
Bikeworks is a Community Interest Company (CIC) based in Tower Hamlets, East London, providing a range of cycling- and bike-related services. Bikeworks has been operating since 2006. 

For further information, or to arrange an interview with Bikeworks Directors Dave Miller or Jim Blakemore, please contact Sarah Bullock on: sarah@bikeworks.org.uk or 0208 980 7998
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